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Does the Information Conveyed by a Narrative Format Influence Character Evaluation?:
A Study using the Perpetrator’s Background Information in a Criminal Report

1) Munehisa Kanepa (Institute for Psychological and Physical Science, Aichi Gakuin University)
2) Kimio ITo (School of Psychology, Tokai Gakuen University)

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to examine the effect of the presentation format of information on the
evaluation of the perpetrator whose background was described in a criminal report. One hundred and twenty-
one college students participated in the study. After being presented with an article of an injury case, they were
presented with information about the perpetrator’s background that were either in a narrative- or a list-format.
Participants were asked to respond to the judgment of punishment, causal attribution, impression, and emotion
toward the perpetrator. It was shown that the participants felt pity for the perpetrator more in the list-format
condition than in the narrative-format condition. Besides these, there were no differences depending on the
conditions. These results suggest, albeit partially, that information presented in narrative form was processed
while maintaining the consistency of a story, and that it was difficult to elaborate on individual pieces of
information. It was speculated that these phenomena are related to the “narcotizing dysfunction” of the mass

media.

Keywords: criminal reports, presentation formats, narratives, perpetrators, backgrounds






