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Abstract

The classical aphasia treatment method represented by stimulus-facilitation is one of the
well- known treatment methods for aphasia. Various treatment methods have been developed
to date, and several clinical studies have been conducted. Among the various kinds of aphasia
treatments, the Promoting Aphasics’ Communicative Effectiveness (PACE) therapy is widely
known as a treatment method focusing on the communicative competence of patients with
aphasia. Three known effects of PACE therapy are as follows: 1) it enables acquisition of
ways for communication of practical information; 2) it encourages and promotes interest in
communication; 3) it promotes and enhances efficiency in communication. Some problems
otherwise have been reported, as the unnatural settings used for training scenes and the
difficulty in generalizing the communicative strategy.

We examined the applied PACE therapy and its problems in aphasia treatment through
treating an aphasia patient who was hospitalized at the rehabilitation ward during a
convalescent period, chronologically with classical aphasia therapy centered on stimulation and
intervention using PACE therapy.

With PACE therapy, enhanced overall communicative competence was observed,
including improved naming ability, attenuated perseveration of target word finding, diversified
communication ways, such as using gestures or drawings, and an increased frequency in the
use of the above ways. However, further studies are needed to determine the optimal treatment
conditions and the long-term treatment effects of PACE therapy, including its generalization
and comprehensive effects leading to mechanisms underlying the improvement of the language
function.
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