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Dysgraphia in non-Alzheimer type of dementia
— a case of probable frontotemporal dementia —
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We have reported a case of probable frontotemporal dementia (FTD) with characteristic
dysgraphia. Amyloid PET imaging is negative, which suggests non-Alzheimer type of dementia.
Atrophy of frontal and parietal lobes was observed on MRI imaging, and that of hippocampus
was not selective. Neuropsychological assessments indicated consistent deterioration of frontal
lobe function. Writing errors are various, showing distinctive manner of Kanji and Kana.It
was demonstrated that the dysfunction at orthographic output lexicon (mainly for Kanji) and
phonology to character conversion (mainly for Kana) resulted in dysgraphia according to the
PALPA model. This dysgraphia was non-aphasic and non-apraxic type. The case with specific
writing disorder is thought to reveal dysexecutive dysgraphia.

Keywords : Non-Alzheimer type of dementia, Frontotemporal dementia, Dysgraphia, Executive
dysfunction



