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Emergency food stockpile status and its role at the event of disaster
in registered dietitian training universities

Keiko Mori

Abstract

PURPOSE:

After the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, the movement forward emergency food stockpile
expansion for a disaster has spread across the country. Not only in hospitals and companies but also in
universities, many students and faculty members could become temporarily stranded at the time of a disaster.
In addition, they are expected to be the leaders of the rescue activities in the university area. However, the
stockpiling situation of universities has been almost unclear. The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual
situation of recognition and the amount of emergency food stockpiles in universities in the event of disaster.
METHOD:

In July 2012, we conducted a questionnaire survey to 129 registered dietitian training universities in Japan.
Consent and answers were obtained from 50 universities. The questionnaire included the average and total
number of students and faculty members during weekdays, the role of the university in the event of disaster,
disaster experience, coordination, shelter designation, disaster response manual, and contents of emergency food
stockpiles. SPSS ver. 22 was used for the analysis including Mann—Whitney U test, x* test, and t test.
RESULTS:

Although emergency food was stockpiled in 60% of the universities, the amount was insufficient. Awareness
of the meal support for students and faculty during the disaster was low. Cooperation with municipalities was
about 60%, but the inter-university and intra-university cooperation was only 10%.

CONCLUSION:

It would be required to stockpile emergency food and to cooperate in the support system in case of a possible

disaster for all registered dietitian training universities.
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