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Some Conditions of Release of the Person Restriction of Inner Mind: A Survey

Shinichiro OxkAMOTO

Abstract

It has been pointed out that, in the Japanese language, expressing another’s inner mind in the second or
third person with a direct form (e.g. Taro wa samui yo) is unnatural (the person restriction of inner mind).
However, such restriction is mitigated or released in some types of situation or sentence form. This paper
reports the results of a survey purported to clarify these conditions of release. Sixty seven university students
responded to a questionnaire in which the influence of preceding phrases or modifying phrases was examined. It
was shown that, in some types of the third person sentences, the restriction was released or mitigated. Finally,

some implications of this study for the issue of miscommunication is pointed out.

Keywords: another’s inner mind, the person restriction of inner mind, the release of restriction,

miscommunication, pragmatics
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