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The Right of Involvement and Verbal Expressions:
Extentions of Discussion and Application to Risk Communication

Shinichiro OKAMOTO

Abstract

This paper purports to extend the concept of “the right of involvement”, supplementing the previous
discussion shown in Okamoto (2012). This paper newly points out how the communicators’ right of involvement
is related to their certainty in the use of sentence final particle ne. It also shows some prospects that the concept
can be apllied to the use of expressions to appriciate the hearer’s efforts. This paper also disucsses what
problems can arise in information of risk or crisis transmitted through mass media or on the Internets, and how
to proceed with research regarding these issues.

Keywords: the right of involvement, the Theory of Territory of Information, sentence final particle ne, gratitude,
apology, risk communication
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